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MR. MURAD: Today is November 7th, 
2001. The time is 8:45. My name is Murray 
Murad. 

MR. CUNDARI: I'm George Cundari. 

MR. MURAD: Of the New York City Fire 
Department. I'm conducting an interview 
with -- 


CAPTAIN OLSZEWSKI: Janice Olszewski, 


captain EMS operations. 


MR. MURAD: The location of the 


interview is at Nine Metrotech at the Bureau 


of Investigations and Trials, and this is 
regarding the events that occurred on 
September llth, 2001. 

Q. Captain, can you just tell us what 


occurred on that day? 


A. At what point do you want me to start? 
Q. From upstairs when you heard what 
happened. Where were you, from the beginning? 


A. I was sitting at my desk here at 


Metrotech on the seventh floor, and the pagers 


came over that there was a plane into the World 
Trade Center. So I went down to the end of the 


hall to look out the window, and you could see 
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that it had happened, the first plane into the 
building. 
So I went with Lieutenant Bruce Medjuck 


in my sedan I was using, a marked sedan, down to 


the site. So we grabbed a few radios and went 
down there. We went across the Brooklyn Bridge 
and arrived at Vesey and West. I don't remember 


exactly where I parked the car; I really don't. 


It might have been right at Vesey and West. I'm 


pretty sure, but I'm not too -- I think. 


So we got out, and we were in the 


vicinity of One World Trade. We were close to 
One World Trade at that point, and we went over 


and we bumped into Chief Gombo, Bruce and I. He 


asked us to go to the other side. So we ran down 
Vesey and got to Vesey and Church. I left my car 
where I had originally parked it. 


We met up with Lieutenant Davila in his 


suburban, and he was already starting to set up 


at Fulton and Church, a triage area, right next 


to the Millennium Hotel, across the street from 


the Trade Center, the towers. So that's where we 


assisted in setting up the triage area for the 


people being evacuated out of the buildings. 
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QO. This was still the first plane had hit? 


A. By the time we got there -- en route 


the second plane had hit. First plane had hit. 


We were on our way. When we got there we looked 


up and saw now the two holes. So by then the 


second plane had hit. Somewhere while we wer 
driving there, it hit. 


So now they both had hit, and we went 


over to the other side to start patient care over 


there. So we set up the triage area over ther 


in front of the Millennium Hotel at Church and 


Fulton. 
QO. Church and Fulton? 
A. Uh-huh. 
QO. You had a good view of the towers? 


A. Yeah. 


People were being evacuated, and units 
started to come in, from all agencies, as well as 


more supervisors. So as more supervisors came 


in, we were assigning them to each sector. We 


set up virtually all the sectors we can set up, 


and we started to get going with triage with 


triage tags, setting up areas where people wer 


more badly hurt than others, telling other people 
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to just keep going if they were relatively all 


right. 

Q. A lot of people in that area? 

A. Yeah, there were. What we're talking 
about here, the time line for me being there in 
particular was something like 30 to 35 minutes. 
So we weren't able to do too much. We were going 
pretty good for what it was, though. We were 
starting to set up those sectors. We were 


setting up the sectors, staging treatment, 


transport, triage. 


The people were pouring out of the 


buildings, and a lot of them were coming over to 


our area. I cannot estimate how many. It's 
impossible. They were all over the place. They 
were on the corner. We were trying to keep them 


corralled in our area, but other agencies wer 
breaking off into other little triage areas. I 


think there was another one over on Liberty and 


Church, another section there we heard, around 
the corner. 

So there were things sort of happening 
all over. So it's kind of hard to get an 


estimate of how many patients were in that area. 
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I can say in our area it was starting to become 
overwhelmed, that corner. There were starting to 
be so many. I figured we're going to have 


hundreds of patients coming out and we're going 


to have to have alternative areas to have them 


go, because it was too small. Right at that 


point the first building collapsed. 


QO. The south tower? 


A. The south tower, yeah. 
So as we heard it start to collapse and 
as we saw it collapsing, we or I, a lot of us, 


ran east on Fulton to get away. Then the cloud 


caught up, and we all just scattered and did our 


best to get out of there. I ended up on Broadway 


and Fulton and went north on Broadway, kept going 


north on Broadway. 
I set up an initial -- well, actually 
ambulances start to come down now south on 


Broadway that weren't involved in the collapse. 


These were fresh people coming in already, all 


kinds of units again coming south on Broadway. I 


met up with a few of them at something like 
Warren, Warren and Broadway. 


I walked down that far and was not -- 
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anybody who would listen to me, I didn't want 
them to go towards the area yet. I didn't think 


it was safe. I didn't know what was going on. I 


thought more could be happening down there. I 


didn't know if it was an explosion. I didn't 


know it was a collapse at that point. I thought 


it was an explosion or a secondary device, a 


bomb, the jet plan xploding, whatever. 


So I didn't know what was happening, so 


I was attempting to stop people from going in 


until we could get somebody back on the radio, 
reestablish a new command post and know that it 
was safe. So I was telling them not to go down. 
Some still went in; some didn't. 

QO. Were there radio transmissions at that 


time? 


A. I don't remember because I didn't have 


one at that point. I was pretty shocked and 
stunned and was choking and covered with dust. I 


was dazed and don't remember that. I didn't have 


a radio, so I don't know. 


So at that point you heard that the 


second I heard the rumbling again, and that 


was the second collapse. So now that's about 
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what, 10:30. That was about 10:30 now. Then I 

heard it again. You still didn't know what was 

happening, but you couldn't miss the rumbling 

sound. So you knew something else was happening. 
So I kept going north on Broadway 


again. I turned around and saw the cloud coming 


down again, so I started to run away from that 


cloud again. I got a little further north up 
Broadway. Now more ambulances are coming south. 
One of them stopped. I waved, I flagged one 
down. One of them stopped. I got in, and I 


said, "Turn around and just go north, because I 


don't know what's going on down there. It's too 
dangerous. Let try to get a little further 
north." 


So they drove me north to White, 


Broadway and White. There the cloud had not come 


that far. We got out of the cloud and the mist, 
and we set up a patient collection area there. 
About five more ambulances stopped there, and we 
set up and were treating patients that were 
coming out. 


Now I started hearing things on the 


radio, because there were radios around me now 
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and I borrowed one from somebody from OMA. It 
was the frequency that supervisors were on. I 
heard Chief Kowalczyk, and he started saying that 


there was a new command post at Chambers and 


West, as I remember, to be the new command post. 
So I figured, okay, it's safe. We have 


something reestablished over there. He was 


asking for supervisors and units. They were 
asking for units on citywide, I guess. I don't 
know if there was citywide. But I know they were 
asking for units to come back. 

So the five or so units that were with 
me wanted to go back in, so I said, "Okay, go 


ahead. Go in." They started heading over. I 


left one unit there to keep treating the patients 


that were still trickling out. By then there 


weren't really many, and they were fine. They 


were pretty okay. So I left one ther 

I jumped in one of the ambulances going 
over and said, "Can you take me to the command 
post?" They said, "Sure." As they drove me 


over -- we got as far as about West and -- I know 


there's Chambers on here, but I don't see it. 


QO. Whatever you recall. 
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A. Whatever. I don't remember. I don't 
see it. Is it further north? 

QO. Chambers is here. 

A. I don't think I got -- I didn't get 


that far. I got stopped on West around here 


somewhere. There were so many emergency vehicles 
trying to get in, there was a little bit of a 
backup. So I only got about there. 

I got out of the ambulance, and I 


bumped into a chief officer, who insisted I go to 


the hospital. He just basically pushed me into 


the ambulance and said I needed to go. So I went 


to the hospital at that point. I was taken over 


to NYU Medical Center to be treated. 
When I got out, I made my way back 
here. I hitched a ride back here with another 


some sort of city vehicle, and I worked here over 


night until 6 in the morning. 
Q. Basically after the collapse you didn't 


see many patients? 


A. Well, the patients I saw -- 
QO. While you were there? 
A. Oh, you mean before the collapse. 


QO. After the collapse. 
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A. After the collapse the patients I saw 


were basically on White and Broadway coming out 


of the collapse and cloud that needed to be 


treated for whatever injuries, smoke inhalation, 


they had. We treated approximately 30 
patients -- again I don't know -- for that sort 


of thing, while we were waiting to hear somebody 


come back on the radio and let us know where we 
should go. 
After that, like I said, I went to the 
hospital, so no. 
Q. On the original collapse, you just saw 


the cloud start coming at you or you saw some of 


the top of the building start coming down? 
A. I wasn't facing it. Some people say 


they saw it tilting and going. I wasn't facing 


and I wasn't looking, so I didn't see that. But 


I did hear it, and then I turned around. By then 


the cloud had obliterated the building, so you 
couldn't see it going down. 


Not that you were standing there 


waiting and watching; you were running. The only 
chance you had to get away was to run. So there 


was no watching. I just heard it, saw the cloud, 
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knew something catastrophic had happened, and 
tried to get away. 

Q. Anything else? 

A. No. 

MR. MURAD: This concludes the 
interview. I'd like to thank you, Captain, 
for participating. 

The time now is 0855, and this 


concludes this portion of the interview. 


